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Network for Trades and Crafts and Small and Medium Enterprise in the Baltic Region 
The Baltic – a Region with a Future 
Since the EU enlargement of 2004, the Baltic Sea has united the coastal states of Central Europe in an economic region once again rife with opportunity.

· A region of high-quality products and services. Trades and crafts and small and medium enterprise are the engine of innovative development: they position themselves as inventors and developers of tailor-made, customised solutions as an alternative to the mass produced. 

· A region full of diversity. Trades and crafts and small and medium enterprise are close to their customers and markets, so they can respond flexibly and fast to changing needs. With their regional strengths and multifaceted culture, together they make up a high-powered economic region.

· A region that welcomes exchange, competition and co-operation. Trades and crafts and small and medium enterprise are specialists in their chosen field so they can respond to fast-moving market developments by co-operating creatively on a domestic and international scale. They offer more than high-quality products because their enterprises specialise in made-to-measure solutions, individual support, advice and all-round services. 

· A region with a history and an identity. Trades, crafts and commerce here are all rooted in the tradition of the old Hansa, a mercantile league which, as a value- and culture-based community, also fostered the common good as well as individual interests. 
Small and medium enterprises in the Baltic region need to be faster and better than their competitors. To make the most of their opportunities, they have to:

· maintain constant surveillance of the market 

· be well qualified 

· develop new products and services 

· enter new markets 

· try out new techniques and technologies 

· assure the quality of their products and services. 

The Hanseatic Parliament Fosters Personal Development and Develops Markets and Opportunities 

The Hanseatic Parliament is the network of trades and crafts in the Baltic region and consists of more than thirty chambers and associations from all of the Baltic states. Through its members, it strengthens economic development in the region and represents the interests of small and medium enterprise with a single voice. The Hanseatic Parliament has been active since 1994 and has its registered office in the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg.

As an engine of economic development, the Hanseatic Parliament supports the enterprises with the help of and through the chambers and associations with: 

Qualification
· Development and fostering of dual bachelor degrees for entrepreneurs and executive staff in five locations  

· Advanced and further training, such as language courses, export seminars, business management courses and many others. 

· Interchange of apprentices and student trainees 

· Mutual recognition of vocational training qualifications 

Quality Assurance 

· Development of uniform Baltic quality standards 

· Measures to promote quality management  

· Support for sustainable management 

Co-operation 
· Organisation of co-operative exchanges, business forums, congresses and conferences for initiating new business 

· Development and cultivation of an electronic company register with a contact platform 

Innovation
· Development of shared products and marketing strategies 

· Development of a shared marketing strategy: Made in the Baltic

· Transfer of know-how and technology 

· Setting up of competence networks with universities, colleges and other research institutions 

Information

· Internet platform with all the latest information and forums for direct dialogue 

· Publication of books, newsletters and the magazine HanseZeit 
· Intensive PR work and articles in members’ publications 

The Hanseatic Parliament fosters an economically strong Baltic region with a common regional identity. As the representative of the region’s interests, the Hanseatic Parliament is involved in relevant political, economic, social and scientific discussion groups, forums and committees. It organises lectures and Hanseatic conferences with historians, scientists and enterprises. At EU level, it lobbies for the development of a legal and economic framework to foster small and medium enterprise.

The goal is to strengthen the significance and identity of trades and crafts and of small and medium enterprise in a globalised world. Maintaining a lively exchange with its members, the Hanseatic Parliament aims to make the Baltic region an economic and cultural area of world standing once more. 
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