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Bringing People and Opportunities Together

The Hanseatic Parliament: 

Network for Trades and Crafts and Small and Medium Enterprise 

The Baltic: 

An Economic Region of New World Standing 

The accession to the EU of the Central European states of Poland, Lithuania, Estonia and Latvia in 2004 reunited the historical economic and cultural community of the ancient Hansa. The Baltic Sea, over many years a sea of separation, is once again becoming the sea of opportunities. Its horizon stretches from Oslo and Stockholm, Lübeck and Hamburg, Stettin and Gdansk to Tallinn, Helsinki and St Petersburg. What all of these cities and regions have in common is their eventful history of commerce, exchange and encounter. 

Then as now, it is the trades and crafts and small and medium enterprise which are the soul of the European economy. Its small and medium-sized businesses provide up to seventy per cent of all jobs. They are the engine and market launcher of new modes of operation and technologies as they are the ones who, in a lively dialogue with their customers, develop creative, tailor-made solutions, invent new products and services or contribute towards the development and adaptation of new techniques with their practice-related services, products and applications. Small and medium-sized businesses are fast, innovative and high-powered. In addition to quality products and services, they offer their customers tremendous added value in the form of service, consulting, design and individual support. They assure vocational qualification and have a lasting influence on the culture of cities and regions alike.

The unique wealth of the Central European economic region “The Baltic” lies in the diversity of these ideas, crafts and talents. In the course of EU enlargement, the trades and crafts and small and medium enterprise are faced by multifarious challenges. Namely, they have to network and co-operate with other businesses beyond their own regional sphere in order to be able to measure up to international competition. They need to recognise complex, fast-moving market developments and discriminating customer requirements and refine their existing products and services to create new, marketable ones.

Information, expertise and lifelong learning are the key qualifications for their future. 

These demands are often difficult to meet. Customer acquisition, order handling and management generally define the daily routine of small and medium-sized businesses, which are location-bound and mostly owner-run. That is why they need a supracompany service provider to supply tailor-made backing, inform about market and technological developments as they arise, exchange information and knowledge via the Internet and in seminars and conferences and also bring people and businesses together that for one another.

The Hanseatic Parliament brings people together with opportunities. It is at once a promoter, a forum, an organ and a multiplier for the trades and crafts and for small and medium enterprise in the Baltic region.

The Hanseatic Parliament: 

Forum for Diversity

The Hanseatic Parliament is made up of over thirty chambers of trade and crafts, industry and commerce as well as associations from all of the Baltic states. Some 220,000 small and medium-sized businesses act as delegates to the Parliament, representing their respective cities and regions 

The aim of the joint work is to promote the small and medium-sized businesses with the help of and through the various chambers and associations, to strengthen the Baltic economic region and to represent the interests of members of the Hanseatic Parliament with a single voice. 

As an engine of economic development, the Hanseatic Parliament supports the enterprises with the help of and through the chambers and associations with: 

· Qualification. In addition to a wide range of advanced and further training courses developed to cater to regional needs and strengths, the Hanseatic Parliament develops dual bachelor degrees for entrepreneurs and executive staff in five locations.  

· Quality assurance. Membership of the Hanseatic Parliament is a seal of quality. Binding quality criteria, measures and goals assure outstanding quality, are designed to promote the development of a common brand “Made in the Baltic” and assist businesses in enhancing their sales opportunities and promoting their image. 
· Co-operation. As a network operating beyond national borders, the Hanseatic Parliament brings together people and ideas from all of the Baltic states. It arranges contacts and opportunities for co-operation at trade fairs, symposia, congresses and seminars. 

· Innovation. By establishing competence networks with universities, colleges and other research institutions, the Hanseatic Parliament develops the innovative potential of the Baltic region. Members collaborate on the development of products, technologies and marketing strategies and on entering new markets. 

· Information: The Hanseatic Parliament uses the Internet to provide members with the latest information, newsletters and interactive forums for exchange and contact. The knowledge of the individual thus boosts everyone’s knowledge.

As a culture- and value-based community, the Hanseatic Parliament supports the companies with the co-operation of and through the chambers and associations by: 

· representing their common interests. In a dialogue where all parties are on an equal footing, the Hanseatic Parliament focuses and represents the common will of the members and maintains a balance between individual interests and common opportunities. At EU level, it lobbies for fair competition conditions, no-barriers markets and an end to discrimination. 
· fostering regional and cultural identity. Through the Hanseatic Parliament, small and medium-sized businesses throughout Europe are interconnected. They are part of a centuries-old, thriving, value-oriented community that reflects the diversity and wealth of North-eastern European craftsmanship and services. A particular focus of the Hanseatic Parliament is to promote the sub-regions according to their specific strengths and cultural diversity.
We are Close to People and Their Markets

The Hanseatic Parliament has been working actively in the interests of trades and crafts and small and medium enterprise since 1994 and was officially established as an association in St Petersburg in 2004. Its members include chambers and institutions of trades and crafts, commerce and industry from the Baltic states of Denmark, Germany, Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland, Russia and Sweden. 

The registered office of the Hanseatic Parliament is in the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg. 

Objectives of the Hanseatic Parliament 

To develop a strong, innovative economic region of world standing 

To promote small and medium-sized businesses 

To initiate outstanding qualifications 

To further networking and co-operation 

To strengthen sub-regions and their diversity 

To establish a Hanseatic identity beyond national borders 
The Hansa: 

People with a Background have a Future 

As a transnational community of cities, guilds and associations, the Hansa was already way ahead of its time in the Middle Ages. Originally established as the protectionist community under the rule of law of Gothland seafarers, it grew to become the biggest mercantile league in Central Europe. It was the expression of a proud entrepreneurship that constantly renewed itself through contact and exchange with other cultures. United in their interest to conduct trade for the benefit of both the individual and the community, commerce and the trades and crafts blossomed in their, until then, unheard-of diversity.

Even today, trades and crafts and small and medium enterprise are firmly rooted in the traditions and values of that community. Despite their individuality, they have three things in common: they nearly always look back on long family history, which determines the quality and spirit of their undertakings. With their multifarious, neighbourly customer relationships, they influence the culture of their respective city or region. They are the small urban shops, industries and trading houses that give city districts and regions a face and their population an identity and security.

They embody an exemplary form of entrepreneurship that is characteristically bold, self-confident, productive and creative and has a sense of responsibility for the general good. The businesses train young people with a view to ensuring the quality of their performance at the accustomed high standard. They share a love of materials and manual trades and crafts, of individual pieces and individual solutions created specifically for their customers, with whom they have a close relationship. They put up buildings, produce artworks and basic commodities and it is their services that make everyday life run smoothly. 

The Hanseatic Parliament cultivates and fosters the unique character of the companies and the strengths of the sub-regions in an association full of diversity. Wherever they are, the Hanseatic Parliament pieces them together to form a mosaic that is vibrant with the intense colour of each individual element: the strength of each individual region.
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